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Aware of the advantages of possession, the
Elector of Brandenburg and the Count Palatine of
Neuburg had at once endeavoured to occupy the
Duchies. They would have come to blows in the
process, had not the Landgrave of Hesse persuaded
them to govern the country jointly until their claims
could be submitted to arbitration or otherwise de-
cided. The Emperor cited the claimants to appeal-
before his Court, and, since the " Possessioners," as
they were called, paid no attention to the summons,
he put them under the ban of the Empire and
ordered the Archduke Leopold to take possession of
the territory as Imperial Commissioner.

On the very day on which Henry IV. heard of the
death of the Duke of Cleves, he wrote to Jeannin,
then at The Hague, that the Emperor would without
doubt try to seize the fortresses of the Duchies and
to possess himself of at least the better part of the
territory, but that he was determined not to allow
any such addition to the power of the House of
Austria; and that if war came he would wage it in
no half-hearted fashion. Jeannin in reply told him
that Barneveld, the leader of the peace-party in the
United Provinces, had assured him that if the King
of France took up the cause of the Elector of
Brandenburg, the claimant whose title appeared
strongest, the Dutch would stand by him against no
matter whom. Neither France nor Holland could
permit Spain and Austria to establish themselves
at their gates in a position which commanded the
Rhine.

Archduke Albert desirous of peace, and well aware